
       THE TOWNSHIP OF MAXATAWNY 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

THURSDAY, APRIL 15, 2021 

MINUTES 
CALL MEETING TO ORDER: Chairman Ken Bleiler called the meeting to order at 7:30PM with the 
Pledge of Allegiance.  Members present: Earl Martin, Don Bucci, Michael Berger, and Rob Reynolds.  
Professionals present:  Township Code Enforcement Officer, Chris Paff; and Township 
Secretary/Treasurer, Jerilyn Wehr; Solicitor, Beth Kohl; and Engineer, Chris Falencki. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES: 

1. Motion was made by Bucci and seconded by Martin to approve the Minutes of the March 18, 
2021 Planning Commission Meeting with one addition regarding the existing home on the Tucker 
property.  Motion passed (5-0). 

 
MOTION TO APPOINT VICE-CHAIRMAN FOR THE REMAINDER OF 2021 

1. Motion made by Bucci and seconded by Martin to appoint Michael Berger as Vice-Chairman.  
Motion passed (5-0) 
 

PLANS TO REVIEW: 

1. Lot 11 – prelim/final plan 
a. Engineer Falencki stated that this is the first time the Commission is seeing this plan in 

this form.  The plan was previously presented a few years back in another version. 
b. Rob Hain presented the plan.  Hain stated that the lot was originally lots 11 & 16.  There 

is an existing metal fabrication business on site and had previously been approved for a 
2nd building in the future to be used for the same use, by the same company.  The newly 
proposed building is larger than originally planned, going from 12800 sq ft to 19800 sq ft. 

c. Paff stated that there are some issues on site that need to be cleaned up before issuing a 
building permit and would like to see the Fire Marshall’s comments on the addition. 

d. The review letters of Falencki dated April 14, 2021 and Paff dated April 15, 2021 were 
reviewed.  Hain stated that they can comply with the comments. 

e. The Berks County PC review is complete and the plan has been submitted to the 
conservation district. 

f. Waiver requests were discussed including 204 combined prelim/final review and 301.1 
plan scale. 

g. Motion made by Berger and seconded by Bucci to recommend approval of the requested 
waivers.  Motion passed (5-0). 

h. Motion made by Bucci and seconded by Martin to recommend conditional approval 
based on the review letters of Falencki and Paff.  Motion passed (5-0). 

2. Tucker Tract – preliminary plan 
a. Larry Grybosky presented the plan to the Commission.  This lot will be subdivided off of 

the 18-acre subdivision previously reviewed by the Board.  This is a revised plan from 
the one seen previously by this Board.  The building will be 22,000 sq ft with multiple 
medical uses.  It will be a single-story building with 2 canopies.  It will be a 7 day a week 
operation, but service will not be provided 24 hours a day.  They did receive zoning relief 
for driveway issues 407.6(f) and 508.3(h).  The property will have public sewer and at this 
time, due to denial from Kutztown Boro, they will be going with a well on site. 

b. The letters of Falencki dated April 14, 2021 and Paff dated April 15, 2021 were reviewed. 
c. There was discussion regarding the lighting, fire suppression requirements, screening 

around the dumpster area, landscaping, curbing and sidewalks, and widening of 
Sharadin Road for a turn lane or deceleration lane. 



d. Reynolds asked if a historic review of the existing home could be done for the Township 
archives.   

e. There was discussion regarding stormwater waiver requests.  It was decided that 
revisions are needed before waivers can be addressed. 

f. A waiver request for 301.1 plan scale was reviewed. 
g. Motion made by Berger and seconded by Reynolds to recommend approval of the plan 

scale waiver.  Motion passed (5-0). 
h. Resident John Zima questioned medical waste disposal 

3. Valley Logistics – preliminary plan 
a. Attorney, Greg Davis, presented the plan and updated the Commission.  They had seen 

the plan previously in December.  The plan has been revised since that time after 
multiple meetings with DEP, PennDot, and County and Township reps.   

b. Duke Realty rep Scott Henderson approached the Commission to give a more detailed 
history of Duke Realty.  He stated that they build for the long term and typically hold 
onto all properties.  They require employee volunteering in the municipalities they build 
in and have already helped Friend Inc in the Township.  Their company also works with 
the red cross, habitat for humanity, veterans, and helps build homes for the less 
fortunate.  Scott continued with information regarding $20 million in improvements that 
they will be making in the area, including road improvements, water and sewer 
extensions, and electrical and UGI improvements.  The proposed buildings already have 
interested leasers that are expected to generate approx. 1,600 jobs.  Estimated tax income 
is expected to be in the range of 1.7 million a year to school tax, 450,000 to County and 
130,000 to the Township.  Duke Realty has gone green and builds LEED certified 
buildings. 

c. Nick Rakowski informed the Commission that they are working with the owners of the 
Hottenstein House to enhance and protect the property.  Current discussions include a 
lot line change to provide more buffering, and additional driveway accessible from 
Hottenstein Road with a parking area. 

d. Commission member and resident of the Hottenstein house, Rob Reynolds, voiced 
concerns regarding the Hottenstein property.  He does not feel that enough is being done 
to protect the home and does not like the location of the proposed round-a-bout or the 
access curves entering the round-a-bout.   

e. There was extensive discussion regarding the round-a-bout location and 222 road 
improvements.  Duke is working with PennDot on the details of the round-a-bout.   

f. The letters of Falencki dated April 14, 2021 and Paff dated April 15, 2021 were reviewed.  
g. There was discussion regarding lighting, use of the warehouses, truck traffic, the 

relocation of and construction of Hottenstein Road, and snow removal from the trailers.  
h. Sidewalks and curbing were discussed.  The Commission would like to see both. 
i. The size of the parking lots and screening was reviewed, and it was decided that the 

Commission would like to see additional screening on the left parking lot.   
j. The width of the newly relocated portion of Hottenstein Road was discussed.  The 

Commission decided that they were good with 40 feet and a cul de sac at the end of the 
road widening to deter trucks from proceeding on Hottenstein Road. 

k. There was additional conversation regarding Township roads and the additional wear on 
the roads from that additional traffic the project would produce. 

l. Art  Makris, Sr. Vice-President of the Northeast Region of Duke Realty asked for a 
recommendation of preliminary plan approval.  He stated that they have heard the 
concerns about the Hottenstein house, the cemetery, and the traffic issues and are 
working on resolutions.  He stated that he is happy to help provide solutions for traffic 
issues and will get creative with features to keep truck traffic where it is intended to go.  
Due to concerns about local road use, he is willing to accept suggestions and provide 
funds to be used towards road improvements. 



m. The commission asked Duke to come back with the requested changes and did not 
recommend preliminary approval at this time. 

n.  Resident Robert Karch stated that the residents do not want this development. 
o. Resident Janna Gregonis asked Duke to pay for a police force and questioned the traffic 

impact on the College. 
p. Resident Dean Haas asked about the Comprehensive Plan and the traffic impact to the 

residents. 
q. Resident Danielle Flowers asked about water usage and if there has been an 

archeological study of the site. 
r. Resident John Zima stated the negative impacts of the warehouse project. 
s. Resident Ken Franke questioned the road improvements and how they would be 

possible in the areas proposed. 
t. Resident Darryl Browning believes that the warehouse project will make the community 

unsafe and that there are no benefits to it coming into the community.  He also 
questioned water quality studies. 

u. Resident Brenda Winkler asked if the Historic Preservation Office is currently reviewing 
the project. 

v. Resident Anne Franke stated that it does not fit. 
w. Resident Robert Grim stated multiple reasons that the PC should not approve the plan. 
x. Upon completion of the public comments, Engineer Falencki stated that we have 

received the sewer planning module for plant expansion for the project.  Falencki asked 
for approval to complete and sign the required section for the Township. 

y. Motion made by Bucci and seconded by Berger to approve having Falencki complete and 
sign the module.  Motion passed (3-2).  Reynolds and Bleiler voted no 

4. 550 Noble Street – conditional use 
a. Brad Hollenbach informed the Commission that he would like to use the property to 

park 7 garbage trucks as well as keep the auto body shop open.  Hollenbach stated that 
the trucks will be emptied every day at the Berks Transfer Station and stored empty on 
site. 

b. Motion made by Martin and seconded by Bucci to recommend approval of the 
conditional use request.  Motion passed (5-0). 

 
MONTHLY SUBDIVISION & LAND DEVELOPMENT STATUS REPORT: 

1. The Planning Commission reviewed the Status Report for the month.   
 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES: 

1. Solicitor – Beth Kohl 
a. Nothing at this time. 

2. Engineer – Chris Falencki 
a. Falencki introduced Nick Purelli to the Commission.  Nick is a new employee of 

McCarthy Engineering and we may be seeing more of Nick as a back-up for Falencki. 
 
The Commission had additional conversation regarding the Valley Logistics Project.  There was extensive 
discussion regarding items that the Commission would like to ask Duke Realty to provide.  In addition to 
the already agreed upon items such as the sidewalks and cul de sac, there was discussion regarding the 
traffic impact fees, additional road improvements escrow, and additional land to the Historic Trust. 

   
HEARING OF THE VISITORS & PUBLIC COMMENT: 

There was nothing additional at the end of the evening 
 
 



ADJOURNMENT: Motion was made by Bucci and seconded by Berger to adjourn at 1:13pm. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Jerilyn Wehr, Secretary/Treasurer 

 

 


